
SCUGOG LAKE 
STEWARDS’ AGM 2013

On March 6, the Lake Stewards held their 
2013 Annual General Meeting. It was a 
very fruitful meeting with many Stewards 
and potential Stewards in attendance, as 
well as the Mayor, many Township of 
Scugog councilors and Rob Messervey, the 
CAO of Kawartha Conservation. 

Our new Board of Directors and officers:

The Lake Stewards now have an 11-
member Board of Directors, all but one of 
whom are returning from last year. We 
added our excellent volunteer Steward, 
Tyler Harrington, who has been 
responsible for our walleye research and 
action with Zone 17. (This is the council of 
the Ministry of Natural Resources that sets 
fishing regulations, catch limits etc. in this 
area.)

Our new 2013 Board is as follows.

Barbara Karthein, President
Tom Phipps, Treasurer
Sandra Mayr, Secretary

Chris Hall, Vice-President
Jamie Ross, Past President

Directors
Lee Beacock

Rebecca Clark
Carolyn Hall

Tyler Harrington
Yvonne Storm

Garry Wice
Science Consultant: Alex Shulyarenko, 

Kawartha Conservation
Bill Lishman, Director Emeritus

In preparation for our Annual Meeting, we 
personally contacted interested people 
from every street on the south/western 
shore of the lake who might form the core 
of a group to implement later community 

action. Also present were members of the 
Chamber of Commerce, Rotary and Port 
Perry Marina; all keen to find some 
solutions.

We were fortunate to 
have Mayor Chuck 
Mercier speak about the 
importance of the lake to 
our community and the 
vital need to protect it for our future. He 
was quick to point out, however, that 
Council was struggling to go into the 
future debt-free, to stay within its budget 
and not add to the current Federal and 
Provincial debt of $35,000 per person. 

Huge new expenditures on lake projects 
are not foreseen in the near future other 
than for currently planned projects such as 
stormwater improvement, stormwater 
facility clean-out and the improvement of 

the Port Perry Waste Water facility. All of 
these planned projects will help reduce 
significant sources of nutrients and 
pollutants that are currently getting into 
the lake.

That being said, the Mayor did suggest 
that action of some kind was needed to 
protect the lake. He promised to organize 
a special lake-health focus group in April 
to examine options and strategies to go 
forward with the Stewards and Kawartha 
Conservation as partners. Of course, 



anything done in the lake or on its shores 
first has to have permission from Ontario 
Waterways. 

The April date has been set as a follow-up 
to our March 19 meeting with the Trent-
Severn Waterway, one of the branches of 
Ontario Waterways. 

At that time we will be pushing for the 
ability to go forward with our proposed 
solutions. These are the implantation of 
additional milfoil weevils to counteract the 
over-whelming invasion of hybrid Eurasian 
milfoil and dredging the Port Perry 
shoreline to remove layers of nutrient 
laden silt and deepen the boat harbour 
and channel. (See http://
www.scugoglakestewards.com/ for our 
overview report, detail and photos.)

Where we are going
On March 19 we will push hard for our 
lake when we visit the Ontario Waterways 
office in Peterborough. We will outline all 
the reasons why we need permission to go 
ahead with the measures proposed in our 
report. 

We believe we will be heard because our 
problems are not insignificant. For one, 
Lake Scugog is a feeder lake for the Trent-
Severn Waterway and the new aggressive 

and invasive hybrid milfoil found in our 
lake is a threat to the entire waterway.

With regard to the functional problem of 
water depth and the aesthetic problem of 
weeds and algae along the Port Perry 
shoreline, there is a clear threat to the 
economics of our Township. 

It could be speculated that, with the "jobs 
and growth" priorities of the current 
federal government, our requested 
regulatory easing to allow environmental 
dredging and/or the implantation of 
additional milfoil destroying weevils, might  
be more acceptable than in the past.

Our priority after our meeting on March 19 
will be to marshall our forces around the 
lake and actually get something done, or 
to apply pressure to Ontario Waterways to 
get something decided or done by it.

In the coming months we anticipate that 
we are going to need many volunteers to 
help organize fundraising and special 
events.  If you are not already a member, 
please consider joining the Stewards.  It 
costs only $25.00 for individuals and 
$100.00 for businesses.  Just follow the 
membership links on this website to get 
the membership form.   Since we are an 
incorporated charitable organization, you 
will receive a tax receipt.   

We look forward to hearing from you.
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Barbara Karthein

President, Scugog Lake Stewards Inc.
181 Perry Street, Unit G-3
Port Perry, Ontario  L9L 1A7
(905) 985-0958


