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Unfortunately, getting a white grub problem in your lawn is 
generaly a two pronged problem.  First the voracious grubs 
gobble much of the roots of your grass and then the ever present 
skunks and racoons turn the area affected into an unsightly mess 
such as is shown at left.   To them, the fat grubs are a delicacy 
requiring only a little digging.   This may happen in the spring, 
when the grubs are at their biggest and most juicy or in the early 
to late fall.   Skunks make neat pockets in the soil the size of their 
paw, while racoons rip and scrabble the soil so that it looks as 
though the area was badly rototilled.  

What are they?  

The most common white grubs infesting turf in Canada are those of the native June 
beetle or Junebug. Two smaller exotic species, the European chafer and the Japanese 
beetle have been accidentally introduced into Canada and are found primarily in the 
Niagara peninsula. The European chafer however, has recently migrated further north 
and east, and is responsible for much of the lawn damage in recent years in eastern 
Ontario. 

June beetle adults are shiny reddish brown, up to 2.5 cm (1 inch) long. The adult 
European Chafer is light brown or tan and is about 1.3 cm (0.5 inch) long. The adult 
Japanese beetle is metallic green and bronze, about 1 cm (less than 0.5 inch) long. 

Beetles only lay their eggs in stressed areas of your lawn caused by one of more of 
the following:   (A healthy lawn will not attract pests of any kind.) 

 Lawn is cut too low, less than 2 ½ inches in the summer stresses the grass plants 

 Lawn has not been irrigated deeply or fully  

 Lawn missing nutrients 

 Lawn is thin, or has too much thatch, or needs aeration. 

Control: 

If you have signs of grubs (many starlings, racoon or skunk damage) ascertain how big an area is infested.  (the 
lawn will feel spongy and there will be loose grass patches)  

 Irrigate and fertilize the lawn to compensate for the root damage. 

 Aerate and overseed, removing any excess thatch or unrooted areas.  Overseed with fresh endophytic 
grass species (such as perennial rye grass and certain fescues.  Keep the soil moist to aid germination. 



 Apply a light layer of sand and compost when overseeding to loosen and feed the soil.  

 New types of nematodes (see below) are now available that will put up with sub-zero temperatures 
and still remain viable.  However, all types of nematodes are killed by our Canadian winters and must 
be replenished each spring.  

 Cut your lawn no lower than 2 ½ inches to allow the leaves to supply lots of sunlight for photosynthesis 
to provide natural nutrient to the grass plants.  

Special instruction for  applying nematodes 

Predatory nematodes are naturally occurring microscopic roundworms that attack soil larvae like white grubs. 
They are best used as a preventative application applied to newly hatched larvae of Junebug or European 
Chafer. This means that the best time to apply the nematodes is in late August into early October depending 
on geographic location.  The nematodes will not control all the grubs in the soil, but will reduce the grub 
populations and thereby reduce any potential lawn damage. They are naturally occurring in the soil, but we 
inundate the soil with the nematodes in order to achieve infection of the larvae. 

There are a few factors to consider when applying nematodes. 

1. Apply the nematodes to moist soil. If applied to dry soil, the nematodes will die. We recommend a heavy 
watering prior to the application of nematodes to not only wet out the soil and thatch, but also to drive the 
grubs closer to the surface and closer to the nematodes. 

2. Avoid applying nematodes during bright sunny days. UV light kills nematodes, so it is best to apply them 
early or late in the day when light levels are low, or during an overcast day. 
 

3. Water the nematodes into the soil as soon as possible. Water carries the nematodes off the leaves of the 
lawn into the soil where the grubs live. Core aeration prior to an application will facilitate the movement of 
the grubs into the root zone. 
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